
S.A.G.E. Award Winners 

We are excited to announce the winners of our first S.A.G.E Awards of this school year.  

S.A.G.E. Awards are given to two seniors each month based on scholarship, leadership, 

and character.  FCHS teachers nominate seniors throughout the year, and then each 

month select two worthy recipients.  

For the month of August we are happy 

to announce that Emma Dillon and 

Owen Mahin have earned this 

distinction.  Our staff believes they have 

shown the characteristics of a S.A.G.E. 

winner inside and outside of the 

classroom.  Congratulations to Emma 

and Owen.  They will be honored at a 

ceremony at the end of the year with all 

S.A.G.E. Award winners for 2019-20. 

Upcoming Building Dates 

Labor Day (No School)  Sept. 2   

Junior Parent Grad Pathways Sept. 4    6:00pm 

School Board Meeting  Sept. 9    7:00pm 

Event Date Time 

Co-ed Cross Country Aug. 31 8:30am 

JV Football Aug. 31 10:00am 

Girls Soccer Aug. 31 10:00am 

Girls Soccer Sept. 4 5:30pm 

Boys Tennis Sept. 5 5:00pm 

Boys Soccer Sept. 5 5:30pm 

9th Football  Sept. 7 9:00am 

Boys Tennis Sept. 7 9:00am 

Boys Soccer Sept. 7 10:00am 

New Arrival 

It’s an exciting time for Mrs. Elser and her family as they 

welcomed this little cutie to the world earlier this week.  

Congratulations to the family, and we wish Mrs. Elser the 

best.  We look forward to meeting Charlie soon! 

Charlie Anne Elser 

8 pounds 5.3 ounces 

21 inches 



SPOTLIGHT 

Mr. Powers:  School Counselor 

 
Tell us a little about you. 
I grew up in Franklin (Edwards St.) attended Franklin College and majored in Broadcast Journalism.  Naturally, 
the next step was to go to IUPUI and get my masters degree in School Counseling. I worked at Tri-West Middle 
School for 12 years where I coached cross country and track and lead the FCA.   I am married to Kristin, who I 
wore down after 12 years of asking her out and her saying no, and we have a 1 year old daughter, Elliott, and 3 
dogs, Mila, Bo and Murphy. 
 
What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy running, working out, IU sports, Pacers, IndyCar and the Colts (but not as much as my wife likes the 
49ers.)  I love Jesus and try to live my life and treat people how He did and says to.  I greatly cherish time with 
my wife, daughter, family and dogs. 
  
What is one fun thing people probably do not know about you? 
I love the Indianapolis 500 and have been to the track every year since 1986 and have been to every Indy 500 
since 2001.  I actually skipped school my senior year to go to the track and got caught...it did not end well for me 
but it was worth it.  Also, my wife and I were married in an ICU hospital room.  The circumstances were, 
obviously, not great but it was a special moment that I got to share with my parents, brother and my best friend 
(wife obviously) and her family.  The wedding was on the front page of the Indy Star, on all the news channels in 
Indy, Inside Edition and People Magazine. 
  
Who was your favorite teacher and why? 
I have 2 (I am cheating) Brett Bardwell, who was my homeroom teacher in high school.  I still keep in touch with 
him and the way that he talked to and treated students was it was more than a job to him, it was about relating to 
students and building trust.  That is something that I always remembered.  The second one was Cheryl 
Flater.  She was always so kind to me and helped me out in ways that still stay with me 20 some years later.  I 
hope to be able to touch base with her through this job. 
 
What has been the most enjoyable part of your new position at FCHS? 
Just being able to focus on students and their future plans.  Helping students recognize their goals and dreams is 
something that I truly enjoy.  I have also enjoyed working with my brother, Jeff, who is a 10th grade English 
teacher.  Being reunited with Matt Taylor and Chris Coll, who I worked with at Tri-West, is also very cool too! 



 

 

 

...that ISTEP will no longer be taken by students at the high school level after this school year?  The graduation class of 2023 (this year’s freshmen) 

will be strictly under the state’s Graduation Pathways.  During this school year we will be having meetings with both sophomores and freshmen to 

explain these details, and talk about how they can prepare for graduation.  Our junior and senior classes have been talking about this process 

already, as both have the ability to use ISTEP or Graduation Pathways. 

With that said we will have an opportunity for parents of juniors who have not passed one or both parts of ISTEP to come hear about Graduation 

Pathways.  This meeting will be in the FCHS cafeteria on Wednesday, September 4th at 6:00pm.  This will be an opportunity to hear the message 

students received last spring, and again in August.  Juniors are able to continue to pursue ISTEP as a graduation plan, but can also look at the many 

options Graduation Pathways provide.  It can be a confusing process, but it is a wonderful opportunity for many of our students.  We hope parents 

who would like more information on Graduation Pathways will join us for a brief presentation followed by an opportunity to ask questions.  



 

 

 

Agriculture 
As a follow up to an article in a recent news letter, here is more information on the great things 

going on at FCHS in our Agriculture Department.  Recently, RTV6 out of Indianapolis came to our 

school to do a story on the outstanding work Mrs. Geesey and her students have put into the new 

farm plot.  Please take a moment to watch this story! 

Click on the RTV6 Link 
Or go to… 

https://www.theindychannel.com/news/hiring-hoosiers/education/franklin-community-high-school-students-get-

hands-on-experience-in-agriculture 

 

The Grizzly News 

This week marked the return of the broadcast of The Grizzly News.  We are excited to have students 

bringing us news from around the building.  Please be sure to turn in for each edition.  Good luck to 

the group as they work hard to learn how to bring the news to life for us.  We look forward to seeing 

their work!  

 

CLICK THE LINK BELOW 

https://youtu.be/zIYx2EW_R8Y 

 

https://www.theindychannel.com/news/hiring-hoosiers/education/franklin-community-high-school-students-get-hands-on-experience-in-agricultureC:/Users/ahauss/Documents/exacqVision%20Files
https://youtu.be/zIYx2EW_R8Y


 

 

 

 Waivers available for the SAT & ACT for students who qualify for free/reduced lunch or are a 21st century scholar. 
See your counselor for one!  

 
 Counselors will start senior meetings around or after Labor Day 
 
 Seniors, please create an account through Parchment.com in order to request your transcripts  
 
 Juniors taking the September 10th ASVAB, please visit https://www.asvabpracticetests.com/ to help prepare 
 
 Scholarship available: Elks National Foundation MVP Scholarship 
  https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/mvs.cfm   
 
  
 
  Make sure to follow us on Twitter and Instagram:  @fchsguidance 
 
  Make sure to follow us on Facebook:    FCHS Counseling Department 
 
 
 

 
Are you a 21st Century Scholar? If the answer is yes, keep reading!  

Students who are in the 21st Century Scholar program must complete 12 requirements through the Scholar 
Success Program by the time they graduate to receive their 21st Century Scholarship. Click here to be taken to 
the ScholarTrack website where you can complete the requirements. See your counselor if you have questions 
or need help creating your ScholarTrack account.  

https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/mvs.cfm
https://scholars.in.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The #12 ranked Girls Golf team finished 6th our of 18 teams at the Roncalli Invitational on Saturday.  The girls were closely packed 

together at the top as Ava Ray (78), Ellie Beavins (79), and Liv Parramore (80)  led the way.  The team went on to battle to a runner-

up finish in the Johnson County math on Wednesday, falling just 4 strokes short of Center Grove.  Ava Ray (81) and Liv Parramore (82) 

both earned All-County recognition. 

 

The #14 ranked Boys Cross Country team had a strong runner up finish in 15 team Plainfield Relays last Saturday.  The pair of Drew 

Hargis and Wyatt McCullough finished 3rd, followed by the 5th place pair of Will Tucker and Ethan Pheifer.  The Girls Cross 

Country team finished 9th out of 16 teams.  The pair of Lily Lacy and Jenna Newton finished 2nd in the race with a new school record 

for the relay format.  

 

The Varsity Volleyball team defeated Decatur Central in three sets on Tuesday,  and dropped a match to Trinity Lutheran on Thursday.  

The JV Volleyball team also won in 2 sets against Decatur Central, and lost to Trinity Lutheran. 

 

The Varsity Girls Soccer team dropped matches to Mt. Vernon, Decatur Central and Trinity Lutheran this week.  The JV Girls Soccer 

team dropped matches to Mt. Vernon and Decatur Central. 

 

The Varsity Boys Tennis team fell to Bloomington South and Providence on Saturday, and then dropped a match to New Palestine and 

Mooresville during the week. 

 

The Varsity Football team opened up the season in front of a packed house and came away with a 27-17 win over Danville.   The JV 

Football team lost in overtime to Danville, while the 9th Football team had a big 28-0 win over Bloomington South. 


